Iontophoresis as a tool for anesthesia in dermatologic surgery: an overview.
One of the biggest challenges of performing dermatologic surgery procedures is to minimize pain. Not only will the experience of each patient be enhanced by increased comfort, but the medical and aesthetic results achieved by the physician will be facilitated as well. Iontophoresis is the use of electrical impulses to drive molecules into the skin. Anesthetic agents are one type of medicine that can be delivered in such a way. There is a tremendous potential for the applications of iontophoresis to be expanded. As our understanding of the technique increases we will be able to modify the skin's surface as well as the individual agents we wish to transport.